
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 
 
NAME: Outreach and Engagement DATE: March 19, 2024 

TITLE: Proposed Amendment to Policy 3.23 Naming Colleges 
and Universities (First Reading) 
 

 
 

☒ Action 
                            

☐ Review and Discussion     

☒ This item is required by policy       

 
PRESENTERS 
Noelle Hawton, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer 
 
PURPOSE  
Board Policy 3.23 Naming Colleges and Universities provides guidance for when colleges or 
universities wish to change the institution’s legal name.  However, Board Policy 3.23 does not 
currently offer guidance to schools that plan to keep their legal name but rebrand to a 
nickname.  The proposed amendments add this guidance to policy. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Over the last several years two schools – one college and one university – have rebranded to a 
shortened “nickname,” adopting the new brand for all identity and marketing purposes, while 
using their full name minimally for legal purposes.  Board policy does not require such rebrands 
to come before the board. 
 
Recently more institutions began considering nickname rebrands and it became clear that the 
nickname approach needed structure and guidelines, similar to those put in place for 
institutions that change their legal name.    
 
The proposed amendments include this guidance and formatting changes to create consistency 
between sections of the policy.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION (FIRST READING DRAFT) 
The Outreach and Engagement Committee recommends that the Board of Trustees approve the 
proposed amendment to Policy 3.23 Naming Colleges and Universities. 
 
Date Presented to the Outreach and Engagement Committee: March 19, 2024 
Date Presented to the Board of Trustees: First reading – no action taken. 
Date of Implementation:   TBD 
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